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City Manager Message
I appreciate our community’s desire to become engaged in solving safety issues, protecting property values
and preserving the quality of life of San Clemente specifically with regard to the rising number of group homes that
have altered the character of some neighborhoods. Though most group homes follow the rules the rest of us must
abide by, there are some that do not. Further, it is important to remember that the individuals who utilize the resources in the various types of group homes, are considered a protected class under state and federal antidiscrimination laws.
Due to issues associated with the “bad actor” group homes, the City Council adopted an Urgency Ordinance
on July 7, 2015, imposing a temporary moratorium on permitting or establishment in residential zones of (1) sober
living homes and (2) large alcoholism or drug abuse recovery or treatment facilities, subject to reasonable accommodation, to allow time for consideration of appropriate amendments to the City’s Municipal Code.
The Residential Moratorium was initiated because the City’s Municipal Code did not appropriately regulate
the external impacts of sober-living homes and unlicensed and large licensed recovery or treatment facilities in residential zones. The Municipal Code did not expressly identify or allow these uses. Rather, the Code only specified
residential uses in general terms, seemingly permitting a wide range of uses to occupy residentially-zoned properties without the type of zoning review that would be typical of similar uses that the Code does specifically address.
Upon further investigation, the City realized that the most troubling external impacts that sometimes accompany these uses are characteristic of a broader category of uses that the City was also trying to better regulate
and integrate into the City, namely, transitory-lodging uses, which had begun to proliferate throughout residential
neighborhoods in the City with the advent of web services such as AirBnB.com and VRBO.com and which had become a source of escalating nuisance complaints.
The City therefore drafted amendments to the Municipal Code to ensure that these transitory-lodging uses
(including traditional vacation rentals, boarding houses, sober-living homes, and large or unlicensed residential
treatment facilities) are compatible with the character and purpose and intent of the City’s residential zoning districts.
On February 16, 2016, the City Council adopted Ordinance No. 1617, which amended the Municipal Code to
establish new regulations related to short-term lodgings, general noise standards and enforcement, and loud and
unruly gatherings, as well as establish a repeat nuisance service-call fee.
The following month, on April 6, 2016, the Planning Commission adopted Resolution No. PC 16-007, recommending that the City Council approve a zoning amendment and specific-plan amendment to regulate transitorylodging uses.
On May 3, 2016, the City Council reviewed and adopted the Planning Commission recommended amendments as Ordinance Nos. 1622, 1623, and 1624.
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City Manager Message (continued)
Since the temporary moratorium was first imposed, the City studied impacts of sober living homes and
large alcoholism or drug abuse recovery or treatment facilities — ultimately in the broader context of transitorylodging uses — and balanced them with the needs of the vulnerable population of people in recovery that reside
there. The City concluded that the nuisance effects and other negative external impacts that sometimes accompany these recovery-related uses in residential zones are not unique to recovery-related uses but are common to
transitory-lodging uses generally, so the City decided to focus on transitory-lodging uses as a whole, an effort that
was already underway, and identify areas appropriate for transitory-lodging uses so that they are located near
complementary uses, such as higher-density housing, public-transportation facilities, and commercial amenities.
These code amendments include:


Creating a new “boarding house” use category, which encompasses any residential use that involves a
dwelling unit with two or
more short-term (29 or fewer days) rentals or four or more long-term rentals. Boarding houses are conditionally permitted in the Residential High, Residential Medium, and MixedUse 5 zones. Additionally, “boarding house” uses (e.g., some group homes,
hostels, fraternity houses) are generally more similar to higher-density residential uses due to the multiple, individual rental contracts that speak to the independent nature of the residents. These uses also typically cater to populations
that need public transportation and convenient commercial facilities, and by allowing boarding houses only in these zones, the guests’ and the public’s health, safety and welfare are protected.



Renaming the previously established “STLU permit” in the transient-occupancy-tax part of the Municipal
Code as an “STLU operating license.”



Creating a new “short-term lodging unit” or “STLU” zoning definition, which describes the short-term rent
al of a dwelling unit under one lease or rental agreement. The amendments establish regulations to improve STLU compatibility with neighborhoods
that were developed for long-term residents.



Providing increased enforcement capabilities of the City’s Noise Ordinance in Title 8, Health and Safety.



Clarifying the definition of “loud or unruly gathering.”



Creating a repeat nuisance service-call fee in Title 9, Public Peace, Morals, and Welfare.

These code amendments adequately address the nuisance issues originally identified in the Residential
Moratorium. With this work complete, the City no longer has the need for the moratorium and the moratorium has now been lifted.
Moving forward it is important for our citizens to be diligent in reporting issues that arise from these residential uses. When violations are observed, reporting them in a timely manner is essential for staff to identify
the violation. Once a violation has been verified steps are taken to notify the owner and obtain compliance. If
properties become repeat violators citations can be issued and further steps can be taken to revoke their permitted use.
If you observe a violation please report it by going to the City’s Website www.san-clemente.org and click
on Graffiti and Code Complaints or you may call (949) 366-4705.
Sincerely,

James
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New Employees
Hi! My name is Jan Garman (pronounced as “yawn”). I was born in New Orleans
but I’ve lived in south O.C. for most of my life. I worked 9 years in power plant
maintenance. Outside of work I enjoy grilling, traveling and relaxing at home with
my wife and family.
I’m excited to be part of the City of the San Clemente working as the
Waster Water Treatment Utilities Mechanic.
Hello everyone, I am Courtney Farrell. I live in Oceanside by way of Lake Havasu,
and New York City. I am coming from North County Transit District and am excited to be here at City of San Clemente working with our Assistant City Manager,
Erik Sund, as his Senior Administrative Assistant. I'm a self-proclaimed foodie,
hiking enthusiast, DIY project doer, reluctant runner, and always in search of the
perfect spicy margarita. I have a 100lb Rottweiler named Dozer, and I love to
cheer on the Dallas Cowboys (when they actually win) on Sunday’s. I can't wait
to see what's in store here at City of San Clemente and but I'll tell ya the perfect
climate doesn't hurt!

Audible Warning System has been Activated
After years of planning, reviews, crossing safety upgrades, and approvals, we
are pleased to announce that train horn relief is here. The train engineers will
no longer routinely sound the horns along the San Clemente Coastal Trail. The
Audible Warning System (AWS) was activated effective midnight on June 24,
2016. At this time Amtrak, Metrolink and BNSF will stop their routine sounding
of train horns.
To celebrate this good news, the City of San Clemente and the Orange County
Transportation Authority held a ribbon cutting ceremony on
Thursday, June 30, 2016 .
If any residents would like to report hearing train horns since the AWS was activated, you can provide them with the following contact information.
Lena Kent at BNSF Railway Company (909) 386-4140 lena.kent@bnsf.com
Also, be aware the train horns might still periodically be heard. Even with new
rules in place, the decision to blow a horn is still left to the discretion of the
train’s engineer, who might blow the horn to warn off a person or animal from
the track, or because the engineer determines that pedestrians need additional
warnings due to inclement weather or low visibility.
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Did You Know?
As a City Employee you are eligible to purchase discounted Premiere Movie Tickets. Tickets are available for purchase at the City Hall Cashier. Please note that
payments are accepted by Cash or Check only.

Premiere Movie Tickets must be redeemed at the theatre box office and are valid for one admission to any regularly scheduled performance. Not valid for special events, private screenings, or
online ticket purchases. Surcharges apply to all Premium or Luxury Seating locations, enhanced
films (IMAX®, 3D, 4DX) or select theatres. Tickets will not be replaced if lost or stolen, are nonrefundable, and have no expiration date.

July is Parks Make Life Better Month
There’s no better way to celebrate a healthy summer than outdoors in
beautiful San Clemente! Outdoor celebrations provide open space, fresh air,
built in play equipment, all with no impact on your home. The City of San
Clemente recognizes that July is “Parks Make Life Better” month!
Beyond celebrations there are many healthy opportunities to walk, run, bike,
take a class, and explore the expansive Parks and Recreation programs this
summer from beach concerts to recreation swim. In addition, City wellness
members receive 30% off on all City recreation classes. For more information,
check out the summer menu at http://san-clemente.org/recreation.
The Recreation Division also offers three easy and affordable options for your
celebration. Below are the details to help you decide what works best for your
celebration.
POOL PARTY CABANA RENTALS
FUN ON THE RUN PARK PARTY PACKAGES
PARK RENTALS
Ready to plan your celebration? Contact Recreation at (949) 429-8797 to book
your event today! For more information visit san-clemente.org/recreation.
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Birthdays of the Month

July
7/1
7/1
7/1
7/3
7/5
7/6
7/7
7/8
7/8
7/9
7/12
7/13
7/15
7/15
7/17
7/17
7/18
7/18
7/19
7/20
7/20
7/21
7/22
7/23
7/25
7/26
7/29
7/30
7/31
7/31
7/31

Hector Rivera
Savannah Stubban
Ken Burtech
Kevin Guck
Trevor Milosch
Ken Knatz
Karen Kersey
Sara Brechbill
Thomas Calvert
Cornell Proby
Angel Hernandez
Cheyne Sabo
Cassidy Reid
Kendall Reid
Maili Sabo
Ian Mcmains
Judi Vincent
Benjamin Pasqua
Veronica Ferencz
Johnny Torres
Mikaela Mourer
Jacob Ohana
Kevin Kerr
Aeryn Donnelly-Terrey
Bennett Parker
Conner Mcmains
Gaylyn Haas
John Ciampa
Kara Manesse
Ambrocia Dominas
Kevin Lussier
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Health Happens in San Clemente-Pasta Salad
Lauren Gentle-Zents shared a favorite recipe of hers.
She says It is a great crowd pleaser and would be great
addition to your menu on the 4th of July.
Thanks Lauren!

Yummy Pasta Salad
1- box tri colored spiral pasta
1- bottle Schilling’s Salad Supreme seasoning. (Found in the spice section)
1- 16 oz bottle Wishbone Robusto Italian Salad Dressing
2- cups of sliced cherry tomatoes
1- large red onion – diced
1 - large cucumber - diced
1 – 12 oz of fresh mushrooms - sliced
1 - green bell pepper - diced
½ - red bell pepper - diced
½ - yellow bell pepper – diced
1 – cup fresh broccoli cut into small bits
1-12 oz can of black olives – sliced
1 - 12 oz bag of fresh grated parmesan cheese
Cook pasta per direction on box. It is best when the pasta is al dente. Rinse and
drain.
In a large bowl mix pasta and all ingredients together. Mix well. Refrigerate overnight.
Mix well before serving.
Be creative. Add your favorite items such as palm hearts, artichokes or any other
vegetables.
ENJOY!
If you have a favorite recipe you would like to submit, please send to
Veronica Ferencz at ferenczv@san-clemente.org

Beach Concerts for Month of JULY
THURSDAYS– 6pm-Sunset
July 7th
Wigs and Ties
July 21th
Rod Piazza & the Mighty Flyers
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Annual BBQ Summer Kick-Off
& Happy Fiscal New Year Celebration
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